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TRI-STATE CONFERENCE

It was great to connect with everyone at the TRI-STATE Conference. There were
excellent presenters and break-out sessions. A special “thank you” to Erin Valerio-
Garsow and Jayna Woolridge for all your hard work and to the many who served on a

conference committee.
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Congrats to the 2010 IA MAEOPP
$cholarship Winners

TRiO Achiever — Jonathon Fields, Briar Cliff University, ETS & UB

MAEOPP Board of Directors — Darcy Bohner, lowa State University,
ETS

Ed and Jane Banfield Achievement Award — Shrista Little,
Graceland University, SSS

Roger Childs Achievement Award — Jackie Herzberg, University of Iowa, SSS

Thomas Mortenson Achievement Award — Alberta Wilmer,
Iowa lakes Comm. College, SSS

IA MAEOPP Achievement Award — Peggy Wunderlich,
Southeastern Iowa Comm. College, SSS

IA MAEOPP Achievement Award — Sharon Drent,
Northwest Iowa Comm. College, SSS

IA MAEOPP Achievement Award — Toby Ratcliff, Graceland University, ETS

$$$Your membership and nominations make a difference!$$$

News Around the State!

TRiIO-SSS is herel!!

ASPIRES, the Student Support Services program that has been funded at lowa Lakes
Community College through federal TRIO funds since 1997, is changing its name. We
will now be known as TRiO-SSS. This change comes as an effort to build awareness

of both the federal monies that fund this initiative and the federal name ofthese
services. The name change will be effective immediately.

Have anything you want to see in the next
newsletter? Please email Trudy Ahrens at
tahrens@iowalakes.edu




30 COE Annual Policy Seminar

Sunday — Tuesday e March 21-23, 2010
Renaissance Washington, D.C. Hotel e Washington, D.C.

Help Turn the Tide in Education Policy

The COE Policy Seminar 2010 was a success this year for IA-
MAEOPP. Despite budget constraints on institutions state-wide,
IA-MAEOPP had 10 representatives present. In addition, five of
these IA-MAEOPP representatives, Jessica McCormick (ELI
2010), Brooke Paulsen, Chantel Olufsen-Lepa (ELI 2010),
Katherine Whitsitt (IA-MAEOPP President) and Jayna Woolridge
(IA-MAEOPP President-Elect) attended the Leadership Summit
prior to the Policy Seminar. During the Leadership Summit,
Katherine Whitsitt presented with COE Director of
Congressional Affairs on Advocacy 101.

IA-MAEOPP also held its’ first legislative breakfast on Tuesday,
March 23, 2010. Representative Bruce Braley’s office helped
arrange the breakfast and the representative himself gave the
welcome and addressed the group. It was unfortunate that the
legislative breakfast fell on the very day that the historic Health
Care Reform was being signed into law, as some of the
members of Congress who had responded in the affirmative
regarding attendance were not able to be present. IA-MAEOPP
then held follow up meetings with Robin Juliano, from the HELP
(Health, Education, Labor and Pensions) committee, with
Representative Tom Latham, and with the Education Aides from
Representative Steve King and Senator Charles Grassley’s
offices. All in all, this year’s Policy Seminar was a success for
IA-MAEOPP and for MAEOPP as a whole.
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Greetings IA-MAEOPP!! Well, I guess this marks my second official blog. Interesting.
There is so much to report since the last newsletter!! Before doing so however, | would like to
thank all of you for your participation, dedication, and commitment to our programs. We
have such a strong Chapter and an amazing group of professionals within this; it is such an
honor serving as your president.

Since the last newsletter, IA-MAEOPP voted overwhelmingly to change our name to IA-TRIO. We are in the
process of this change and must complete a few more steps before it can become official. The next step is for
the MAEOPP Executive Board to vote on this. | will let you all know the result of that vote as soon as it takes
place. If the board does vote in the affirmative for us to proceed, we will then take this to a vote during the
business meeting at the MAEOPP Annual Conference. | will keep you all apprised of the progress of this
process.

IA-MAEOPP also had a strong showing at the COE Annual Policy Seminar and Leadership Summit. In the
summary of the events surrounding Policy, there were five people mentioned for having attended the
Leadership Summit prior to Policy, the five other people who attended Policy are: Jane Ageyman, Ellie Burns,
Phyllis Gray, and Katie Whipple. We were also fortunate to have Dr. Louise Esveld join us for the Relations
with the Department of Education. This was a very strong turnout, especially given the current budget
constraints and travel freezes that are in effect.

In April we held our TRI-STATE conference and had a positive showing in lowa. Again, it was a difficult year

for institutions that have an out-of-state travel freeze, but there was still a solid turnout from lowa. The

conference committee chairs did a great job working with the other states and | appreciate all of their efforts.

Make sure to acknowledge the great work from Erin Valerio-Garsow and Jayna Woolridge when you see them!!

The arrangement of breakout sessions, motivating speakers, roundtables and COE representation was very
impressive. It is also very worthy of note, that in the political fundraiser for Representative Gwen Moore of
Wisconsin, a true TRIO CHAMPION, lowa raised the most money, coming in at $2, 380.00!! Impressive
numbers |l owaé.way to support our TRI O CHAMPI ON!!

In May, we had our MAEOPP Board Meeting in Wichita, KS. This was a first time being in Wichita for several
of us and it was a great place to be! The weather was beautiful (when we got out) and the meetings very
productive. There is so much that is happening regionally and it is wonderful to be a part, a very active part, of
such a great regional association. Every time that Jayna and | go to the meetings and represent our Chapter and
report on all of the great work you are doing, we feel so proud to represent each and every one of you!

It was also official in May that Dr. Ngondi Kamatuka is the new COE Board Chair-Elect! This is a great
position and one that is well deserved!! Dr. Kamatuka will serve TRIO well on the board and it is an honor to
have our region represented so well and so completely!!

In conclusion, I know that our TRIO family will head into different things this summer. Some of us have time
off and enjoy a bit of down time in the program pace, others of us will be working even more diligently as our
summer programs take off! Whatever your summer will look like, I hope that you will enjoy it completely!
Thank you again for all that you do on an ongoing basis to make sure that the future of our low-income, first
generation and disabled students will be brighter than it appeared yesterday, more successful than it seemed
possible, and more meaningful that previously imagined. You are amazing!!



20092010lowa MAEOPP Boardf Directors

Katherine Whitsitt , President, Northeast lowa Community College, Calmar Campus
whitsittk @portal.nicc.edu

Jayna Woolridge, President-Elect, Briar Cliff University
Jayna.woolridge@briarcliff.edu

Lynn Gallagher, PastPresident, Northeast lowa Community College, Peosta Campus
gallagherl@portal.nicc.edu

TJ Thayer, Treasurer, lowa Lakes Community College
tthayer@iowalakes.edu

Ellie Burns, Secretary,Central College
burnse@central.edu

Laurie Edwards, Member at Large, Northwest lowa Community College
ledwards@nwicc.edu

Kris Nerem-Lowery, Member at Large, lowa Central Community College
lowery@iowacentral.edu

Trudy Strain -Ahrens, Member at Large, lowa Lakes Community College
tahrens@iowalakes.edu

Jen Schuller, Member at Large, DMACC Urban Campus
jlschuller@dmacc.edu
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